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IELTS Reading Tests

Reading Passage 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-15, which are based on Reading Passage 1 below,

Questions 1-5

Reading Passage 1 below has 5 paragraphs (A—E). Which paragraph focuses on the information below? Write the

appropriate letters (A—E) in Boxes 1-5 on your answer shest.

NE. Write only. ONE letter for ench answer.

-

The way parameters in the mind help people to be creative
The need to leam rules in order to break them

How habits restrict us and limil creativity

How o train the mind 1o b crealive

How the mind is trapped by the desire for order

The creation myth

A. Itis a myth that creative people are bom with their talents: gifts from God or nature. Creative

genius is, in fact, latent within many of us, without our realising. But how far do we need to
travel to find the path to creativity? For many people, a long way. In our everyday lives, we
have to perform many acts out of habit to survive, like opening the door, shaving, getling
dressed, walking to work, and so on. If this were not the case, we would, in all probability,
become mentally unhinged. So strongly ingrained are our habits, though this varies from person
to person, that, sometimes, when a conscious efforl is made to be creative, automalic response
takes over. We may try, for example, to walk to work following a different route, but end up on
our usual path. By then it is too late to go back and change our minds. Another day, perhaps.
The same applies to all other areas of our lives. When we are solving problems, for axample,

we may seek different answers, but, often as not, find ourselves walking along the same well-
trodden paths.

So, for many people, their actions and behaviour are set in immovable blocks, thelr minds
clogged with the cholesterol of habilual actions, preventing them from operating freely, and
thereby stifling creation. Unfortunately, mankind’s very struggle for survival has become a tyranny
- the obsessive desire to give order to the world is a case in point. Witness people’s attitude to

time, social customs and the panoply of rules and regulations by which the human mind s now
circumscribed. :

The groundwork for keeping creative ability in check begins at school. School, later university
and then work leach us to regulate our lives, imposing a continuous process of restrictions,
which is increasing exponentially with the advancement of technolagy. Is it surprising then that
creative ability appears to be so rara? It is trapped in the prison that we have erected. Yet, even
hare in this hostile environment, the foundations for crealivity are being laid; because setting
off on the creative path is also partly about using rules and regulations. Such limitations are
needed so that once they are learnt, they can be broken,
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D. The truly creative mind is often seen as totally free and unfeltered. But a better image is of a
mind, which can be free when it wanis, and one that recognises that rules and regulations are
parameters, or barriers, to be raised and dropped again at will. An example of how the human
mind can be trained to be creative might help here. People’s minds are just like tense muscles
that need to be freed up and the potential unlocked. One strategy is to erect artificlal barriers or
hurdles in solving a problem. As a form of stimulation, the participants in the task ean be
forbidden to use particular solutions or to follow certain fines of thought to solve a problem. In
this way they are obliged to explore unfamiliar territory, which may lead to some startiing
discoveries. Unfortunately, the difficully in this exercise, and with creation itself, is convinging
pecple that creation Is possible, shrouded as it is in so much myth ana legend. There is also an
element of fear involved, however subliminal, as deviating from the salety of one's own thought
patterns is very much akin to madness. Bul, open Pandora’s box, and a whole new world
unfolds before your very eyes.

E. Lifting barriers into place also plays a major part in helping the mind to control ideas rather than
latting them collide at random. Parameters act as conlainers for ideas, and thus help the mind
to fix on them. When the mind is thinking laterally, and two ideas from different areas of the
brain come or are brought together, they form a new idea, just like atoms floating around and
then forming a molecule. Once the idea has been formed, it needs to be contained or it will ty
away, so fleeting Is its passage. The mind needs to hold it in place for a time so that it can
recognise it or call on it again. And then the paramelers can act as channels along which the
ideas can flow, developing and expanding. When the mind has brought the idea to fruition by
thinking it through to its final conclusion, the parameters can be brought down and the idea
allowed to float off and come in contact with other ideas.

Questions 6-10

Choose the appropriate letters A-D and write them in Boxes 6-10 on your answer sheet.

6. According to the writer, creative people .. 9.  Advancing technology ...
A are usually born with their talents A holds crestivity in check
B are bom with their talents B improves creativity
C are not born with their tabents € enhances creativity
D are geniuses D is atymanny
7. According to the wriler, créalivity is ... 10, According 1o the author, creativity ...
A 3 gift from God or nature A is common
B an sutomatic nesponse B is increasingly common
C difficult for many people to achieve C s becoming rarer and rarer
D a well-trodden path D is a rare commodity

8. According to the writer, ...

A the human race's fight to live is becoming a tyranny

B the human brain is blocked with cholesterol

C the himan race it now circumacribed by talents

D the human race's fight to survive stifles creative
ability
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Questions 11-15

Do the statements below agree with the information in Reading Passage 17
In Boxes 11-15, write:

Yes if the sistement agrees with the information in the passage
Mo if the statement contradicts the information in the passage
Mot Given  if there is no information aboul the statement in the passage

) '-.- i .| I i - = et ot e
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11. Rules and regulations are examplas of paramebers.

12, The truly creative mind is associated with the need for free speech and a totally free society.
13. One problem with creativity is that people think it is impossible.

14, The act of creation Is linked to madness.

15. Parameters help the mind by holding ideas and helping them to develop.
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Reading Passage 2

You should spend abiout 20 minutes on Qusestions 16-30, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below.

LOCKED DOORS, OPEN ACCESS

The word, “security”, has both positive and negative
connotations. Most of us would say that we crave
security for all its positive virtues, both physical and
psychological-its evocation of the safety of home,
of undying love, or of freedom from need. More
negatively, the word nowadays conjures up images
of that huge industry which has developed to protect
individuals and properiy from invasion by
“putsiders”, ostensibly malicious and intent on theft
or wilful damage.

Increasingly, because they are situated in wrban areas
of ezcalating crime, those buildings which vsed to
allow free access to employees and other users
{buildings such as offices, schools, colleges or
hospitals) now do not. Entry areas which in another
age were called "Receplion” are now manned by
security staff. Receptionists, whose task it was to
receive visitors and to make them welcome before
passing them on to the persan they had come to see,
have been replaced by those whose task it is to bar
entry to the unauthorized, the unwanted or the plain
unappealing.

Inside, these buildings are divided into “secure
zones” which often have all the trappings of
combination locks and burglar alarms. These
devices bar entry to the uninitiated, hinder
circulation, and create parameters of time and space
for user access. Within the spaces created by these
zones, individuzl rooms are themselves under lock
and key, which is 2 particular problem when it means
that working space becomes comparimentalized.
To combat the consequent difficulty of access o
people at a physical level, we have now developed
technological access. Computers sit on every desk
and are linked to one another, and in many cases 1o
an external universe of other computers, 5o that
messages can be passed o and fro. Here 1oo security
plays a part, since we must not be allowed access 1o
messages destined for others. And so the password
was invented. Now correspondence between
individuals goes from desk to desk and cannot be
accessed by colleagues. Library catalogues can be
searched from one's desk. Papers can be delivered
1o, and received from, other people at the press of a
button,

And yet it seems that, just as work is isolating
individuals more and more, organizations are
recognizing the advantages of “team-work™; perbaps
in order to encourage employees to talk to one

another again. Yet, how can groups work in teams
if the Pﬂh'ih'l.lll'.ﬁ fl:ﬂ' mﬂﬂﬂuﬂdht;':n are reduced?
How can they work together if e-mail provides a
convenient electronic shield behind which the
blurring of public and private can be exploited by
the less scrupulous? If volee-mail walls up messages
behind a password? IF1 can’t leave a message on
my colleague's desk because his office is locked?
Team-work conceals the fact that another kind of
security, "job security™, is almost always not on offer,
Just as organizations now recognize thres kinds of
physical resources: those they buy, those they leass
long-term and those they rent short-term—&0 it is with
their human resources. Some employees have
permanent coniracis, some have shori-term
confracts, and some are regarded simply as casual
labour.

Telecommanication systems offer us the dirsct line,
which means that individuals can be contacted
without the caller having to talk to anyone else.
Yoice-mail and the answer-phone mean that
individuals can communicate withool ever actually
talking to one another. If we are unfortunate enough
to contact an organization with a sophisticated touch-
tone dialling system, we can buy things and pay for
thern without ever speaking to a human being.

To combat this closing in on ourselves we have the
Internet, which opens out communication channels
more widely than anyone could possibly want or
need. An individual's electronic presence on the
internet is known as the “Home Page™-suggesting
the safety and security of an electronic hearth. An
elaborate system of 3-dimensional graphics
distinguishes this very 2-dimensional medium of
“web sites”. The nomenclature itself creates the
illusion of a geographical entity, that the person
sitting before the computer is travelling, when in
fact the “'site” is coming to him. “Addresses” of
one kind or another move to the individual, rather
than the individual moving betwaen them, now that
location is no longer geographical.

An example of this is the mobile phone. [ am now
nod available either af home or at work, but wherever
1 take my mobile phone. Yei, even now, we cannot
escape the security of wanting to “locate™ the person
at the other end. Tt is no coincidence that almos:
EYETYOone we sée answering or initiating a mobile
phone-call in public begins by saying where he or
she is.
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Questions 16-19

Choose the appropriate letters A~D and write them i Boxes 16-19 on your answer sheet.

|6 According to the author, one thing we fong foris ...

17.

19.

A the safety of the home
B security

C open access

D poaitive virtues

Access to many buildings ...
A is unauthorised
B is becoming more difficult

C is o cause of crime in many urban arcas
D used 1o be called "Reception”

Buildings used (0 permit aocess b0 &0y USers, ...

A but now they do not

B and still do now

C especially offices and schoals
D especially in nrban arcas

A don't allow access 1o the user
B companmenialise the user

C are often like traps

I are not sccessible 1o everybady

Questions 20-27

Complets the text below, which is a summary of paragraphs 4 <6. Choose your answers from the Word List bebow and

write therm in Boxes 20-27 on your answer sheet.

There are more words and phirses than spaces, so you will not be able to use them all. You may use any word or phrase
more than once,

Exemple:

The problem of _

L8
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-..A.-nr physical

The problem nrphymml access o hmldmzi has now been .__Zﬂ,____b:.r technalogy. Messages are
Mhﬁm__ﬂ_.lﬂﬂlmml“m_._zl__hmdmﬂﬂ £ MEsLages.
Bus, while individuals are becoming increasingly ____23____ socially by the way they do their job. at
the same time more value is being puton _____24_____. However, e-mail and 'ﬁrmu-mml have led o a

25 opportunities for person-to-person communication, And the ﬁu:t ﬂm _[uh -security is
_imﬂﬂfm:mllhhmwmyslsmddmh}rﬂuvwmpmf - 7.6 i
now Iﬁiﬁﬂud in _IT_,_,_ ph:.rslr:ﬁl ones.

Word List

just the same way as 1 computer cut-off 13
redocing of COFpUlErs T1 QWETCATS
decrease in 1% combat iscdating
team-work T4 1k developed physical
similar other people T1

no different from solved Zo

Questions 28-30

Complete the sentences below. Use NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer.
Write your answers in Boxes 28 - 30 on yous answer sheet.

28, The writer doet not like

29. An Individual's Home Page indicates their on the Intemnet.

30, Devices like mobile phones mean that location is
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Reading Passage 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 31-40, which are based on Reading Passage 3 below,

National Cuisine and Tourism

To an extent, agriculiure dictates that every country should have a set of specific foods which are native o
that country. They may even be unique. However, even allowing for the power of agricultural science,
advances in food distribution and changes in food economics to alter the ethnocentric properties of food, it
is still possible for a country “1o be famous for' 2 particular food even if it is widely available elsewhere.

The degree to which cuisine is embedded in national culture

Within the sociology of food littrature two themes suggest that food is linked to social culture. The first
relates food and eating to social relationships, (Finkelstein, Vissor, Wood), and the second establishes food
az a reflection of the distribation of power within social structures, (Mennell). However, establishing a role
for food in personal relationships and social structures is not a sufficient argument to place food at the centre
of nutional eulwre. To do that it is necessary o prove & degree of embeddedness. It would be appropriate at
this paint to consider the noture of culture,

The distinction made by Pierce between a behavioural contingency and a cultural contingency is crucial to
our understanding of culture. Whilst a piece of behaviour may lake place very often, involve a network of
people and be reproducible by other networks who do not know each other, the meaning of the behaviour
does not go beyond the activity itself. A cultural practice, however, contains and represents "meta-
contingencies” that is, behavioural practices that have a social meaning greater than the activity itself and
which, by their nature reinforce the culure which houses them. Celebrating birthdays is a cultural practice
not because everybody does it but because it has a religious meaning. Contrast this with the practice in
Britain of celebrating *Guy Fawkes Night'. It is essentially an excuse for o good time but if fireworks were
hanned, the occasion would gradually die away altogether or end up as cult to California, A smaller scale
example might be more useful. In the Batish context, compare drinking in pubs with eating "fish and chips’.
Both are common practices, yet the former reflects something of the social fabric of the country, particularly
family, gender, class and age relationships whilst the Intter is just & national habit. In other words, a constant,
well populated pattern of behaviour is not necessarily cultural. However, it is also clear that a cultural
practice needs behavioural reinforcement. Social culture 15 nol immortal.

Finkelstein argues that *dining out’ is simply ‘action which supports a surface life’. For him it is the word
‘out” that disconnects food from culture, This view of culture and food places the *home' as the cultural
centre, Continental European eating habits may contradict this notion by their general acceptance of eating
out as part of family life. Following the principle that culiure nesds behavioural reinforcement, if everyone
‘eats’ out’ on a regular basis, irrespective of social and economic differentiation, then this might constitute
behavioural support for cuisine being part of social culture. That aside, the significance of a behavioural
practice being embedded in culture is that it naturslly maintains an approved and accepied way of life and
therefore has a tendency 1o resist change.

The thrust of the argument is that countries differ in the depree to which their food and eating habits have a
social and coltural meaning beyond the behaviour itself. This argument, however, could be interpreted to
imply that the country with the greatest proportion of meals taken outside the home would be the one in
which the national cuisine is more embedded in social culture. This is a difficult position to maintain because
it would bring America, with its fast-food culture to the fore. The fast-food culture of America raises the
issue of whether there are qualitative criteria for the concept of cuisine. The key issue is not the extent of the
common behavioor but whether or not it has a function in maintaining social cohesion and is appreciated
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and valued through social norms. French cuisine and ‘going down the pub® are strange bedfellows but
bediellows nevertheless.

How homogenous (3 nafional cuizine?

Like language, cuisine is not a static entity and whilst its fundamental character is unlikely 1o change in the
short run it may evolve in different directions. Just as in a language there are dialects so in a cuisine there are
variations. The two principal sources of diversity are the physical geography of the country and its social
diversity. ;

The geographical dimensions work through agriculture to particulanse and to limit locally produced
ingredients. Ethnic diversity in the population works through the role of cuisine in social identity 1o create
ethnically distinct cuisines which may not converge into a national cuisine. This raises the question of how
far a national cuisine is related to national borders. To an ethnic group their cuisine is national. The greater
the division of a society into classes, castes and status groups with their attendant ethnocentric properties, of
which cuising is a part, then the greater will ba the diversity of the cuisines.

However, there is a case for convergence. Both these principal sources of diversity are, to an extent, influenced
by the strength of their beundaries and the willingness of society to erode them. It is 2 question of isolation
and integration. Efficient transport and the application of chemistry can alter agncultural boundanes to
make a wider range of foods available to a cuisine. Similarly, political and social integration can erode
ethnic boundaries However, all these arguments mean nothing if the cuisine is not embedded in social
culture. Riley argues that when a cuisine 15 not embedded in social culture it is susceptible w novelty and
invasion by other cuisines,

Questions 31-36

Choose one phrase (A=K) from the List of phrases to complete each Key point below. Write the appropriate letiers
{A-K) in Boxes 31-36 on your answer sheed,

The information in the completed sentences should be an accurate summary of the points made by the wriler.

WB. There are more phrases (A~K) thun sentences, so you will not need to use them all. You may use each phrase once
only.

Key points

31. The native foods of o country, ...

32. The ethnocentric propertics of food ...
33. Celebrating birthdays ...

34, Cultweal practice ...

35. Dyinking in pubs in Britain ...

36. The link between language and cuigine ...
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List of phrases

15 a behavioural peactice, not a cultural pructice
AT URbgue

VAres

i5 that both are diverse

i5 2 reflection of the sociol fabeic

is a cultural practice

can be changed by econamic and distribution factors
is fundamental

ure mot as cormman as behaviowr

needs to be reinforced by behaviour

are, 1o o certain extent, dictated by agriceliune

ArrEomMPEN®ER

Questions 37-40

Uise the information in the text to match the Authors (A=D) with the Findings (37-$0) below. Write the appropriaie
letters (A~D) in Boxes 37 - 40 on yvour answer sheet.

Authors
A Finkelstein
B Pierce
C  Mennell
D Riley
Findings

37, There is a difference between behaviour and cubural practice.
38. The connection between social culture and food must be strong if national cuisine is (o survive intact
39. Distribution of power in society is reflected in food.

4. The link berween culture and eating outside the home is not strong.

12 © Sam McCurter & Judich Ash
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Key to Test 1

Questions 1 -5 |

m..mn;wm.'”mﬂmmmMnmﬂuminmmehMiIMHﬂﬁu

1. Amswer: E The paragraph is about ihe Fact that parameters help our minds 1o be creative.

2. Answer: C. The answer lies in the key phrases: ... keeping creative abiliry in check (in the first senlence) and These Lminmtioid
ive needed so that once they are feamt, they con be broken [ the bt senience of the parigraph). The focus senlence is a i
conmbination of these two ideas. Mose how the word yer divides the paragraph. It indicates the focus of the paragraph against the
hw:hgm.mdInmﬂmpm.unhnm‘knﬂudivliimnfh:hﬂﬂdﬂninﬂhﬂﬂtpmp.

3, Answer: A The writes wrote the paragraph o show that habits lnit our creativity and the habits we peed (o survive play a role
im thiis Tmikatin.

4,  Answer: D. The themse of the paragraph is how creativity works. |

5 Amswer: B. The paragraph deats with how parameters help the mind 1o be creative. |

For further information re practice with information in paragraphs and with paregraph headings, see Exercises |-12
unel he Reading Tasts in A ook for FELTS by MeCaner, Easton & Ash,

Questions 6 - 10

f, Answer: . The amswer ia in Uhe first line of the passage: N i5 g myvih tivar creaifvee peayale ane born with ihair bnfends. Here, i s
oyl = are not.

7. Amswers C.The answer is in paragraph A. The aciual words are not in thie paragraph, but the meaning is clear. A js nol comen,
because this is 3 myth: B 15 not comeet. becouse (he passage states thal when we iy 1o be creafive, ounr auiamaric refpanse fakes
owver. [ is not comecy, because the waell-rodden pathe prevent creativity. Compare number |3 below.

B Answer: D The antwer s in paragreph B: Uafoenmately. manking's wery stngygle for swrvival et become a feramay. The
attvwds paraphrases this slateinent. A fx ol oorrect. becnase the pataape says the struggle lar becone Le. iy @ fyranay, mol that
it s becoming so; B s pot corméer, becsuse cholesiernd ia not mentioned in relationship to the brain, bat the mind. C is incomect, |
becamse [ s the misd wideh i chreumaeribed.

9. Answer: A The snswer i in paragraph O o comtimuour provess of resfrictions, wideh (3 increasing expoaentially with the
achwancensent of trohmodag v, The ststement |3 a parsphease of this sectios, Mote B and C sre basically the sanse; it ks, therefare,
nat possible b have either of these two alermstives as your amsaser, Wateh out for this feature in mubtiple chodce questions.

1. Answer: D, The answer is in paragraph C: Is Jf serprisiag then thar ereative ability appears i be g0 rave?. This is & question

aed has the same meaning as the statement given, e, it is not susprisging. Note C is notl possible, because the passage dossn't |
indicute whether the rarity Is increasing or decreasing.

Questions 11 - 15

11. Answer: Yes. The answer is at the beginning of paragraph D: ... and one that recognises that rules and regulutions
{FE paramiefers ...

12. Answer: Not Given. There is no reference to this statement in the passage.

13. Answer: Yes. The answer is in paragraph D: The djfficulry in this exercire and with creasion itself is convincing
peaple that creation is possible. The answer is a paraphrase of this part of the text. Compare number 7 above.,
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14. Answer: Yes. The answer is at the end of paragraph D- leaving the safety of one’s own thought patterns is very
much akin fo madress; akin 1o = like.

15. Answer: Yes. The answer is in the latter half of paragraph E.

Reading Passage 2

Questions 16-19
6. Answer; B, The answer s in the second sentence of paragraph 1: we crave secinrity.

17. Answer: B. The snwwer is in paragraph 2. The key word Is increasingly » becoming. A, C and D are all mentioned in the
paragraph, buf mot In the comect congext,

I8, Answer: A. The asswer is in the first senience of paragraph 2; acw do mod, B ks the oppotite and C snd D are jost phrases 1ified
froan: the texi.

19, Answer: D. The arswer i in paragraph 3, the key phrase is bar eniry fo the iminitiated, which the answer paraphrases. A is

incorrect, because only some scoess is not allowed. B is not true, because it is the working space that is compartmentalised, not
Ihe user. and C is not coerect. bocause “traps” are not the same as “trappings”

Questions 20-27

Before you start looking in the texi for the words o comeplese ihe blank spaces, you should read the sumemary through quickly to get
oe idea of the overall meaning, As you read, you should work out whas kind of word you need 1o find In each case. Por example, docs
the blank require a verb in the imperative form, o pown, on 2djective or an adverb? You should also think af wands (hat coubd Gl the
Elanks g0 that when you ook i the original passage the enswers will coms 10 you more easily,

0. Answer: solved. Although the word combat appears in the original, it does nof 1l here grammatically. The past pasiciple is
needed. Note overcame is tbe Simple Past, not the Past Participbe.

21. Amswer: compabers. The plural ix needed here.
22, Amnswer: other people.

23. Answer: cul-all, The word iselating does not fit grammatically. You need an adjective made from the past participle of the
verb. Compare 2 above,

24, Amswer: team-waork.
25, Apswer: decrease in,
6. Answer: beam-work. Az it sxys in the instrections, you may use o word o phrase more than once.

27, Answer: just the same way ss. The answer s obviously not siatilar ar me different from,
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Questions 28-30

7%, Answer: touch-tone dinfling systems. The angwer iz in paragraph 7: if wee doe unforunate snough f0 canlas! dn drgdnifalion
,_.m;,Wmhmmspm,mhymmhw,wmmwmzwﬁmh negaiive shout
he topic. The writer does not commend o the other means of communication in the same way.

79, Answer: electronic presence. The answer is in paragraph 8.

30, Answer: no longer geographical. The answer is in pamgraphs 8 and %: .. now thar locaiion iy mo longer geographical ... An
example of thiz is the mobile phone. The impartant thing here is to recognise the link between the paragraphs.

Reading Passage 3

Questions 31-36

1], Answer: K The anFwer i in (he firét sentence of the passage. Mote that the sctive needs to be changed into the passive.

12, Answer: . The answer is in the first paragraph. B is not comect, becsuse the passage says foods sy be unique, nol that they
are and s nod talking about ethnocentnic properties,

33. Amswer: F. The answer is in paragraph 3.

34, Answer: J. The answer is in paragraph 4, The key phrase fs wowands the end of (he paragraphc o cultural pracrice meeds
behavioural reivforcemend.

3% Answer: E, The answer i in the third paragraph.

36, Answert D, The answer is in paragraph 6. C is incorrect, becanse it is the language and the culsine that vary, not the link. And
H iz not correct. It is the character of langaage snd cubsine that k5 sald o be fundamentnl, and nof language and cunsine
themaelves. Bevware of the right ward or phease in the wrong coslext,

Questions 3740

37, Ampswer: B, The apsaer is lm paragraph 3. Alver scanaing for the name, the imponant word is disrinesion which means dafference
in this case,

35, Answer: D.The answer is in the bast paragraph,
38, Answer: C. The answer iz s parsgraph 2. The important thing hese is to lizk cormectly the nemes 1o the thesme.
40. Answer: A. The sngwer is.in paragraph 4.

INate how the answers in this section are jumbled; otherwise, it would be 100 sasy!
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