
Test 1 

READING 

READING PASSAGE 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13, which are based on Reading 

Passage 1 below. 

Urban farming 

In Paris, urban farmers are trying a soil-free approach to agriculture that uses less 
space and fewer resources. Could it help cities face the threats to our food supplies? 

On top of a striking new exhibition hall in southern Paris, the world's largest urban rooftop farm 

has started to bear fruit. Strawberries that are small, intensely flavoured and resplendently red 
sprout abundantly from large plastic tubes. Peer inside and you see the tubes are completely 

hollow, the roots of dozens of strawberry plants dangling down inside them. From identical 
vertical tubes nearby burst row upon row of lettuces; near those are aromatic herbs, such as basil, 
sage and peppermint. Opposite, in narrow, horizontal trays packed not with soil but with coconut 

fibre, grow cherry tomatoes, shiny aubergines and brightly coloured chards. 

Pascal Hardy, an engineer and sustainable development consultant, began experimenting with 

vertical farming and aeroponic growing towers - as the soil-free plastic tubes are known - on 
his Paris apartment block roof five years ago. The urban rooftop space above the exhibition hall 
is somewhat bigger: 14,000 square metres and almost exactly the size of a couple of football 

pitches. Already, the team of young urban farmers who tend it have picked, in one day, 3,000 
lettuces and 150 punnets of strawberries. When the remaining two thirds of the vast open area 

are in production, 20 staff will harvest up to 1,000 kg of perhaps 35 different varieties of fruit 
and vegetables, every day. 'We're not ever, obviously, going to feed the whole city this way,' 

cautions Hardy. 'In the urban environment you're working with very significant practical 
constraints, clearly, on what you can do and where. But if enough unused space can be developed 
like this, there's no reason why you shouldn't eventually target maybe between 5% and 10% 

of consumption.' 

Perhaps most significantly, however, this is a real-life showcase for the work of Hardy's 
flourishing urban agriculture consultancy, Agripolis, which is currently fielding enquiries from 
around the world to design, build and equip a new breed of soil-free inner-city farm. 'The 
method's advantages are many,' he says. 'First, I don't much like the fact that most of the fruit 
and vegetables we eat have been treated with something like 17 different pesticides, or that 
the intensive farming techniques that produced them are such huge generators of greenhouse 
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Reading 

READING PASSAGE 3 

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27-40, which are based on Reading 

Passage 3 below. 

Conquering Earth's space junk problem 

Satellites, rocket shards and collision debris are creating major traffic risks in orbit 
around the planet. Researchers are working to reduce these threats 

A Last year, commercial companies, military and civil departments and amateurs 
sent more than 400 satellites into orbit, over four times the yearly average in 
the previous decade. Numbers could rise even more sharply if leading space 
companies follow through on plans to deploy hundreds to thousands of large 
constellations of satellites to space in the next few years. 

All that traffic can lead to disaster. Ten years ago, a US commercial Iridium satellite 
smashed into an inactive Russian communications satellite called Cosmos-2251, 
creating thousands of new pieces of space shrapnel that now threaten other 
satellites in low Earth orbit - the zone stretching up to 2,000 kilometres in altitude. 
Altogether, there are roughly 20,000 human-made objects in orbit, from working 
satellites to small rocket pieces. And satellite operators can't steer away from every 
potential crash, because each move consumes time and fuel that could otherwise 
be used for the spacecraft's main job. 

B Concern about space junk goes back to the beginning of the satellite era, but the 
number of objects in orbit is rising so rapidly that researchers are investigating 
new ways of attacking the problem. Several teams are trying to improve methods 
for assessing what is in orbit, so that satellite operators can work more efficiently 
in ever-more-crowded space. Some researchers are now starting to compile a 
massive data set that includes the best possible information on where everything is 
in orbit. Others are developing taxonomies of space debris - working on measuring 
properties such as the shape and size of an object, so that satellite operators know 
how much to worry about what's coming their way. 

The alternative, many say, is unthinkable. Just a few uncontrolled space crashes 
could generate enough debris to set off a runaway cascade of fragments, rendering 
near-Earth space unusable. 'If we go on like this, we will reach a point of no return,' 
says Carolin Frueh, an astrodynamical researcher at Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, Indiana. 

C Even as our ability to monitor space objects increases, so too does the total 
number of items in orbit. That means companies, governments and other players in 
space are collaborating in new ways to avoid a shared threat. International groups 
such as the Inter-Agency Space Debris Coordination Committee have developed 
guidelines on space sustainability. Those include inactivating satellites at the 
end of their useful life by venting pressurised materials or leftover fuel that might 
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Test 1 

Questions 36-40 

Look at the following statements (Questions 36-40) and the list of people below. 

Match each statement with the correct person, A, B, C or D. 

Write the correct letter, A, B, C or D, in boxes 36-40 on your answer sheet. 

NB You may use any letter more than once.

36 Knowing the exact location of space junk would help prevent any possible danger. 

37 Space should be available to everyone and should be preserved for the future. 

38 A recommendation regarding satellites is widely ignored. 

39 There is conflicting information about where some satellites are in space. 

40 There is a risk we will not be able to undo the damage that occurs in space. 

List of People 

A Carolin Frueh 

B Helger Krag 

C Marlon Sorge 

D Moriba Jah 
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Test 2 

READING PASSAGE 3 

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27-40, which are based on Reading 
Passage 3 below. 

An ideal city 

Leonardo da Vinci s ideal city was centuries ahead of its time 

The word 'genius' is universally associated with the name of Leonardo da Vinci. A true 
Renaissance man, he embodied scientific spirit, artistic talent and humanist sensibilities: 
Five hundred years have passed since Leonardo died in his home at Chateau du Clos Luce, 
outside Tours, France. Yet far from fading into insignificance, his thinking has carried down the 
centuries and still surprises today. 

The Renaissance marked the transition from the 15th century to modernity and took place after 
the spread of the plague in the 14th century, which caused a global crisis resulting in some 
200 million deaths across Europe and Asia. Today, the world is on the cusp of a climate crisis, 
which is predicted to cause widespread displacement, extinctions and death, if left unaddressed. 
Then, as now, radical solutions were called for to revolutionise the way people lived and 
safeguard humanity against catastrophe. 

Around 1486 - after a pestilence that killed half the population in Milan, Italy - Leonardo turned 
his thoughts to urban planning problems. Following a typical Renaissance trend, he began to 
work on an 'ideal city' project, which- due to its excessive costs - would remain unfulfilled. Yet 
given that unsustainable urban models are a key cause of global climate change today, it's only 
natural to wonder how Leonardo might have changed the shape of modern cities. 

Although the Renaissance is renowned as an era of incredible progress in art and architecture, 
it is rarely noted that the 15th century also marked the birth of urbanism as a true academic 
discipline. The rigour and method behind the conscious conception of a city had been largely 
missing in Western thought until the moment when prominent Renaissance men pushed forward 
large-scale urban projects in Italy, such as the reconfiguration of the town of Pienza and the 
expansion of the city of Ferrara. These works surely inspired Leonardo's decision to rethink the 
design of medieval cities; with their winding and overcrowded streets and with houses piled 
against one another. 

It is not easy to identify a coordinated vision of Leonardo's ideal city because of his disordered 
way of working with notes and sketches. But from the largest collection of Leonardo's papers 
ever assembled, a series of innovative thoughts can be reconstructed regarding the foundation of 
a new city along the Ticino River, which runs from Switzerland into Italy and is 248 kilometres 
long. He designed the city for the easy transport of goods and clean urban spaces, and he wanted 
a comfortable and spacious city, with well-ordered streets and architecture. He recommended 
'high, strong walls', with 'towers and battlements of all necessary and pleasant beauty'. 
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Reading answer keys 

, TEST 1 

READING 

- Answer key with extra explanations
- in Resource Bank

Reading Passage 1, 
Questions 1-13 

1 lettuces 
2 1,000 kg 
3 (food) consumption 
4 pesticides 
5 journeys 
6 producers 
7 flavour/ flavor 
8 TRUE 
9 NOT GIVEN 

10 FALSE 
11 TRUE 
12 FALSE 
13 NOT GIVEN 

Reading Passage 2, 

Questions 14-26 

14 B 

15 A 
16 C 
17 E 
18 B 
19 B 

20 C 

If you score ... 

0-17
you are unlikely to get an 
acceptable score under 
examination conditions and we 
recommend that you spend a lot 
of time improving your English 
before you take IELTS. 

120 

21 C 
22 fire 
23 nutrients 
24 cavities 
25 hawthorn 
26 rare 

Reading Passage 3, 

Questions 27-40 

27 C 
28 F 

29 A 
30 E 
31 B 

32 sustainability 
33 fuel 

18-26

34 explosions 
35 bankrupt 
36 C 
37 D 

38 B 

39 D 

40 A 

you may get an acceptable 
score under examination 
conditions but we recommend 
that you think about having 
more practice or lessons before 
you take IELTS. 

27-40
you are likely to get an 
acceptable score under 
examination conditions but 
remember that different 
institutions will find different 
scores acceptable. 



Reading answer keys 

TEST 2 .. 

READING 

- Answer key with extra explanations
- in Resource Bank

Reading Passage 1, 
Questions 1-13 

1 (deer) antlers 
2 (timber) posts 
3 tree trunks 
4 oxen 
5 glaciers 
6 druids 
7 burial 
8 calendar 
9 TRUE 

10 FALSE 
11 FALSE 
12 TRUE 
13 NOT GIVEN 

Reading Passage 2, 

Questions 14-26 

14 C 
15 A 
16 B 
17 D 
18 C 
19 D 
20 YES 

If you score ... 

0-17

you are unlikely to get an 
acceptable score under 
examination conditions and we 
recommend that you spend a lot 
of time improving your English 
before you take IELTS. 
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21 
22 
23 

24 

NOT GIVEN 
NO 
YES 
C 

25 A 
26 E 

Reading Passage 3, 
Questions 27-40 

18-26

27 NOTGIVEN 
28 NOTGIVEN 
29 TRUE 
30 FALSE 
31 TRUE 
32 NOT GIVEN 
33 FALSE 
34 transport 
35 staircases 
36 engineering 
37 rule 
38 Roman 
39 Paris 
40 outwards 

you may get an acceptable 
score under examination 
conditions but we recommend 
that you think about having 
more practice or lessons before 
you take IELTS. 

27-40

you are likely to get an 
acceptable score under 
examination conditions but 
remember that different 
institutions will find different 
scores acceptable. 
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