
WRITING 

WRITING TASK 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The graph below gives information about the percentage of the population 
in four Asian countries living in cities from 1970 to 2020, with predictions for 
2030 and 2040. 

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and 
make comparisons where relevant. 

Write at least 150 words. 
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Test 1 

WRITING TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

The most important aim of science should be to improve people's lives. 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words. 
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WRITING TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

Writing 

Some university students want to learn about other subjects in addition to 
their main subjects. Others believe it is more important to give all their time 
and attention to studying for a qualification. 

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words. 
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WRITING 

WRITING TASK 1 

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. 

The diagram below shows the floor plan of a public library 20 years ago and 

how it looks now. 

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and 
make comparisons where relevant. 

Write at least 150 words. 
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WRITING TASK 2 

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

Writing 

In many countries, people are now living longer than ever before. Some

people say an ageing population creates problems for governments. Other 
people think there are benefits if society has more elderly people. 

To what extent do the advantages of having an ageing population outweigh 
the disadvantages? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 

knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words. 
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Sample Writing answers 

The third paragraph presents the other side, that scientists do not often know 

what they will find. Examples of two innovations are given [dynamite I penicillin] to 
support this point. 

Ideas are logically organised and paragraphs have clear central topics. Cohesive 

devices are used appropriately with some appropriate referencing [them I their I 
it], although linkers often appear at the start of the sentence, which can seem a 
little mechanical [On one hand I On the other hand I While I Overall I However I 
Sometimes]. 

In order to improve the overall rating, the second paragraph could be further 

extended and the use of cohesive devices could be less mechanical and not 

always at the start of each sentence. 

However, this is a strong, higher-level response to the task. 
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Sample Writing answers 

TEST 3, WRITING TASK 1 

This model has been prepared by an examiner as an example of a very good answer. 

Toe- dia9ram5 5\1ow Ce-ntral Librat"j be-fore- and afte-r cl1an9e-5 we-re- made- to it5 laiout. 

Cle-arli, tne- librat"J l1a5 be-e-n update-d to include- de-dicate-d 5pace-5 for e-ve-nt5 and now l1a5 an ope-n 
5pace- in tne- ce-ntre-. 

1we-nti ie-arn ago, to tne- le-ft of tne- e-ntrance- tne-re- wa5 a re-adin9 room wit\1 ne-w5pape-r5 and 
ma9az.ine-5 and to tne- ri9\1t tne-re- wa5 an e-nquit"J de-5k. Now tne-re-' 5 a compute-r room on tne- le-ft 
and a cafe, wl1e-re- tne- information de-5k once- wa5. Adult fiction \1a5 move-d to tne- ri911t-11and 5ide­
of tne- room and all re-fore-nee- book5 are- now on tne- le-ft. Toe-re- if> a 5malle-r information de-5k wit\1 
5e,lf-5e-rvice- macnine-5 in wnat once- wa5 tne- adult non-fiction 5Ution. 

Toe-re- wa5 a room at tne- back le-ft-11and corne-r tnat nae\ compute-r game-5, CD5 and vide-o5 tnat \1a5 
f>ince- be-e-n e-nlarge-d and 11ou5e-5 cl1ildre-n'5 fiction. lt l1a5 a 5pace- wit\1 two 5ofa5 wl1e-re- 5tot"jte-llin9 
e-ve-ntf> are- 11e-ld. Toe-re- if> a le-cture- room in tne- back ri911t-11and corne-r wl1e-re- cl1ildre-n' 5 book5 
u5e-d to be-. 

Here are comments from another examiner: 
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This response covers the main changes that have occurred over the 20-year period. 
An overview is presented in the second paragraph which is quite general: it refers to 
the [dedicated spaces for events] but this could be improved by giving a summary of 
the key changes (dedicated spaces for events, self-service facilities and a cafe). 

Ideas are arranged logically: the changes to the front of the library are presented 
in the third paragraph and the changes to the back section in the final paragraph. 
This shows a logical approach to reporting the changes and there is some good 
cohesion [once was I now on the left I has since been].

There is a good range of vocabulary. In this kind of task, vocabulary from the floor 
plan needs to be used to report the changes, but the use of different words shows 
some flexibility and precision [been updated I dedicated spaces I houses].

In terms of grammar, there are error-free sentences and some variation in 
structures used when describing changes [has been updated I what once was I has
since been enlarged]. 

The response could be improved by extending the overview to include more of 
a summary of the main changes but overall, this response captures the main 
changes in a logical way. 



Sample Writing answers 

TEST 3, WRITING TASK 2 

This model has been prepared by an examiner as an example of a very good answer. 

'$tati5tic.s snow tllat tile. world's population is inc.re.asing rapid Ii- It is e.ipe.c.te.d tllat most of us will 
be. living in c.itie.s witllin tile. ne.it fow de.c.ade.s. Toe. question of wile.tiler urbanisation is a positive. or 
negative. de.ve.lopme.nt re.mains c.ontrove.rsia\. 

A rapid inf\ui of people. moving from rural to urban are.as is bound to c.ause. problems. firstli, 
pressure. on re.sourc.e.s suc.11 as \lousing and transportation intensifies. It is be.c.oming diffic.ult for 
mani people. to afford adequate. \lousing in c.itie.s. A bi-produc.t of tllis is tile. c.re.ation of slums 
c.ausing \ow-inc.ome. families to group toge.tiler in ne.g\e.c.te.d parts of tile. c.iti- These. people. often 
be.c.ome. trapped in a c.ic.\e. of pove.r� tllat is diffic.ult to e.sc.ape.. 

As mentioned above., tile. growtll of urban are.as c.an also le.ad to severe. traffic. c.onge.stion be.c.ause. 
more. and more. ve.llide.s travel into tile. c.iti from tile. suburbs. This \las mani knoc.k-on e.ffe.c.ts, 
suc.11 as problems witll air qua Ii�. It also le.ads mani c.iti dwellers to npe.rie.nc.e. mental lle.altll 
issues be.c.ause. travelling ac.ross large. c.itie.s is tiring and stressful. 

A\\ of tllis being said, I don't believe. tllat urbanisation is a wllol\i negative. de.ve.lopme.nt. Toe.re. are. 
advantages to living in large. c.itie.s tllat are. we.I\ managed. for e.iample., tile.re. are. more. sc.lloo\s 
wllic.11 me.ans more. e.duc.ation opportunities. Ac.c.e.ss to lliglle.r-quali� lle.altll c.are. is often better 
in c.itie.s. 'Some. c.itie.s nave. also introduc.e.d ride-snaring, e.-bike.s and park and ride. se.rvic.e.s tllat 
re.duc.e. environmental problems. 

Mi opinion is tllat mani of tile. problems assoc.iate.d witll urbanisation are. avoidable. but dealing witll 
inc.re.asing populations in c.itie.s is a formidable. c.lla\\e.nge.. How governments, businesses and soc.ie.ti 
respond to tllis c.llal\e.nge. will dramatic.al\i affe.c.t tile. future. of our world. 

Here are comments from another examiner: 

This response addresses both sides of the question and presents a position, that 
the movement to cities is not a [wholly negative developmen�. The second and 
third paragraphs lay out the problems that can be caused by a [rapid influx] of 
people to urban areas [housing I transportation I traffic congestion] and the fourth 
paragraph presents some of the advantages [ education opportunities I higher­

quality health care I environmental transport initiatives]. 

However, the part of the question about 'the population in the countryside ... 
decreasing' is not covered. The candidate would need to include it to provide a full 
answer to this question. 

Information and ideas are logically organised and there is a clear progression, 
starting with the challenges and ending with a range of advantages. 
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Sample Writing answers 

TEST 4, WRITING TASK 1 

This model has been prepared by an examiner as an example of a very good answer. 

From tne- line- grapn, we- Gan £,e,e, tne- ave-rage- montnli ri5e- or fall in now multi lopper, nilke-1 and 
z.inl l05t tt1rou9t10Ut 2.014.

Dve-rall, nilke-1 5tarte-d witn tne- nigne-5t pe-rle-ntage- lt1an9e- of tne- tnre-e- but e-nde-d witn tne- lowe-5t. 
Z.inl 5tarte-d witn tne- 5malle-5t ltlange- and e-nde-d witn tne- nigne-5t, and loppe-r prile-5 f\uduate-d. 
'Prile-5 for all tnre-e- me-tal5 dippe-d in June-. 

In Janua� tne- prile- of nilke-1 wa5 up 5i1' pe-r le-nt, but tni5 droppe-d to negative- tnre-e- pe-rle-nt in 
rune-, e-ndin9 tne- ie-ar witn a one- pe-rGe-nt incre-a5e- in botn Nove-mbe-r and De-ce-mbe-r. C.oppe-r be-gan 
tne- ie-ar witn an incre-a5e- of two pe-rle-nt and bi Mai, tne- prile- wa5 dropping (bi 5lignt\i le-55 tnan 
one- pe-r le-nt). It ro5e- again, incre-a5in9 bi a pe-rGe-nta9e- point in ruli, /\u9u5t and �e-pte-mbe-r. Z.inl 
5aw it5 mo5t dramatil inlre-a5e- in fe-brua�, witn tnre-e- pe-r Ge-nt and tne- prile- foll in rune- (a one­
pe-rle-nt de-cre-a5e-). lne- ltiange- wa5 negative- until Ddobe-r/Nove-mbe-r wne-n it be-gan to ri5e-. 

Here are comments from another examiner: 

This response reports the main data for each of the three metals. There is an 
introduction in the first paragraph and an overview in the second, followed by the 
presentation of the main trends of all three categories in the third. Some details are 
missing (copper after September and no percentage changes for any metal from 
July to September). 

The candidate identifies the 'dip' for all three in June, but to score more highly, they 
could also have mentioned that overall, percentage changes fell at the beginning of 
the year, remained static from July to September and rose after October to the end 
of the year. 

Information is arranged coherently; each metal is taken in turn for data reporting. 
There is good use of cohesive devices [Overall I but I with I when], but there could 
be more. 

Vocabulary is adequate with some attempts to use less common items [fluctuated I 
dramatic increase] and attempts to use synonyms [ended with the lowest I dipped I
dropped]. 

There is a lack of complex structures, as most sentences are simple or compound. 
However, there is some variety in structures, including comparatives [highest I 
smallest I most dramatic] and continuous tenses [was dropping].

To improve the response, the candidate could extend the overview to reflect some 
common trends and should include some of the missing details. 
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Sample Writing answers 

Ideas are organised and cohesion has good progression. 

Vocabulary is skilfully used, with some high-level terms [phenomenon I age-related 

illness I impacts the health system] and some sophisticated examples [get a foot in 

the door I counterparts]. 

There are a range of complex grammatical structures, including several conditional 
structures [if]. The conditionals are used to emphasise the challenges presented 
and are without errors. 

This is a high-level, fully developed response with ideas that are well supported, 
extended and engaging. 

137 


	b2783889f212210d0ae622364f62684140e24df76c02aa95a94a7e6ccf8f13fd.pdf
	b2783889f212210d0ae622364f62684140e24df76c02aa95a94a7e6ccf8f13fd.pdf
	b2783889f212210d0ae622364f62684140e24df76c02aa95a94a7e6ccf8f13fd.pdf
	b2783889f212210d0ae622364f62684140e24df76c02aa95a94a7e6ccf8f13fd.pdf
	b2783889f212210d0ae622364f62684140e24df76c02aa95a94a7e6ccf8f13fd.pdf

